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overrides mere strategy**' Mr* Lloyd George's head was seething
with brilliant strategic conceptions; but M. Millerand, called
in for consultation, made the sage and tactful remark that
** un plan mediocre bum arrete vaut micux quo de changer
souvent do plan," and added, u il ne faut pa.s encombrer nos
g&ufcaux de suggestions,"
These cautions, certainly, were not superfluous, for while
Mr. Lloyd George was proposing adventures in the Balkans
and in Syria, Sir Herbert Samuel was patriotically pressing for
an inva.sion of Palestine* By the middle of February, however^
the shifting hopes of the politicians had taken another direction.
44 Our Serbian dtwarclw is off for the moment/* Mr. Asquith
notes, u * * * our ryes are now fixed on the Dardanelles,**
There- being no troops to spare for Serbia, the statesmen
were of a mind to try diplomacy, u If only these heartbreaking
Balkan Slates could be drawn into action," Mr. Asquith confides
to liis Diary, ** the* trick could be done with the greatest of ease.'*
Mr, Lloyd (Jeorge wits again equal to the occasion* On the 20th
February, 1915, Mr. Asquith notes, u Lloyd George is anxious
to go out as a kind of extra-Ambassador and Emissary to visit
Russia and tine Balkan States, and try to bring them in."
But, as we are not surprised to hear, Sir Edward Grey was
u dead opposed to anything of the kind."
In war, diplomacy depends upon arms, and the Allies, having
no arms to offer, could do but little with promises, Greece
was, indeed, bound to help Serbia by Treaty, but thought it
unreasonable to honour an agreement in circumstances unfore-
seen when it was made, Even M. Veniasolos, who most favoured
the eause of the Allies, refused, as he said, to add the suicide
of Greece to the ruin of Serbia* Greece was prepared to fight
only upon the condition that the Allies supplied a force of
800,000 men to guarantee her northern provinces against Bul-
garia, and the Allies, not having 800,000 men to spare, tried
to buy Bulgaria with promises* They offered her the Dobrudja
at the expense of Roumania, Macedonia at the expense of Serbia,
and the towns of Cavalla, Drama, and Seres at the expense of
Greece* M. Radoslavoff, the Bulgarian Prime Minister, was
careful to inform Ms neighbours of these offers made at their
expense.